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JDear Mr* Dickinson. 

1 do think it is very friendly of you to have written me such 
a long njid considered letter. It v/ouia have been so very easy for a 
busy' schoolmaster to write to ithdr&w from the -c'.U.S. saying that the 
work was not possible and to h^ve on ^ed there. You have at least 
convinced me that you are interested in Miss Mason's work and would 
like to so© the spirit of ±t at wort in the schools* 

I am afraid the result at Uewent is on±y to he expected for t 
as I thxnk I said in my first letter, vv© have rarely found the work 
taken up as an experiment in one form in u Secondary Sohotl anything 
out a failure. do admit that circmstuncee in most Secondary 

Schools are beycna control at present and Miss Mason knew they were 
but she always hoped for a time when four or five Headmasters of 
Preparatory Schools and four or five Headmasters of Secondary Schools 
would work with her in what is reuliy a crusade to change these circum- 
stances. 

And these oirQiims Ounces chase each other round in a circle 
and no vne knows which to attack first l Children come to school bo 
frequently iii-prep Ared that the schooltaueter thinks he must keep to 
the cld lines lest an* time should be lost in preparing the boy for 
a Public Schoox* The same difficulty comes to the rliblic School masters 
in view of the Universities; and again before the University authorities 
lest the candidate should not reach a high degree of soecialieution 
for hie examination* 

. ^f 10 graduate wants work as soon a® possible and only a few think 

it worth while to train for teaching before taking poets and even these 
ind themselves at a loss for the general axxbjeots which have been 
practically dropped not only at the University but generally at the 
ruaiic School too. 

Maeon began at the bottom which she believed was the only 
sure *v&y aaiinB n*fln u ^ 



credit of his school. 



Union 

JmblcsiJir. 


Do you not think there ie^ tendency in these days to exaggerate 
the j-oeition of the specialist. Of Course there must be specialists 
in nil branches of wor£ « nd the wider cur range of knowledge becomes 
the more neea there will oe for specialists. But the great specialists 
of the world whether in Lrt, Science ^/Che Humanities, have been also 
people very wide general knowledge# Unfortunately the term" specialist ,f 
a e regard© education means in practice that the person ha© literally 
very little icncwleage of any but tiifc one subject. 


But the question is how ie the spirit of Miss paeon's method to 
be introduced into Secondary Schools 7 It will not be done by mating the 
Programmes the first consideration for as you truly . ay any Headmaster, 
ana any specialist on the staff, will find much to criticise; not only 
in the subjects studied but an the books suggested, I sec also that any 
Headmaster naturally feels that his school requires special consideration 
in matters which would not affect another sohoolf-that the conditions 
from which he draws hi© beys necessitate certain limitations. 

Mies Mason was bold enough to think that it should be possible to 
issue a common curriculum for all schools and all classes which should 
still wave a vdd © margin for the special work required by any one 
school, — in the Case of a Secondary School the Glassies and Mathematics 
necessary for Gomroon Entrance and Scholarship exams .and ,in the case 
of an elementary School *f or the special vocational work, often requiring 
a day a week, required by the Board of Education* 

She thought the common curriculum should include far more English 
of all kinds. Citizenship on broad lines, and English 
literature) than is at present thought possible in the ordinary school, 
one haa no sympathy at all with correlation as it is usually understood 
and would have agreed with your feeling that n it is a horse that is 
ridden to death." — 


th t * + tae of wide reading, if it were the case of considering 

t ,*wt possible for boys to read Shakespeare between ten and 
Wg,i perhaps be desirable to make a ©election of the six 

aLnii . 8 I a ^oy between nine and fifteen, that i© six years, 
lfi play 8. The point of view is not what flay 

shta* i 8 ** 4ta kl© » child to read at any given age out that a boy 

finhnio ^“Y? r ? ud tl18 greater part of Shake sb© a re* s plays before he leave© 
q j-, ten he will understand what a boy of nine or ten 

re is gi T en th© chance, and if this prime ij 1* of 

be Xt ? d J° literature and Indeed all English a boy will 

mind o speoi iiis© oy the time he is seventeen with a weli-furni^ ed 

now dflnAtiS. « Cf spending his days on the somewhat narrow curriculum which 
Home Sonorirn 1 C . n thr8e points of view;* the special preparation in the 
Secondary 3dha?\^ uoceas^y far thn Preparatory 3 choc! , tfa* that pvytie 
aeeondary School, *nd-ttifc* that jwthe University. You give me in 


$ aunts' Simon $tl;ooi, 

AmbUsibc, 

your letter an instance of an Honours nit m who had not sufficient 
elementary Science and Mathematics to start teaching am^ll boys, a 
bo/ of my acquaintance who had gainer a Class! os Scholar ship &t Oxford 
had to wait six months to take up the Scholarship in order to &et 
enough elementary work in ether subjects to pass He 

had been at a school where the classical tradition ie great and had 
literally done nothing out Classics for the last three jears of his 
school life. I do not think it can be an isolated case for a ne- hew 
of mine ie also specialising in one subject with a view to the University 
and has been doing so for the last two years. He too wants to be a 
schoolmaster but beyond his one Bubjoet and games I do not know 
what else ne will have to offer when he goes to, or, leaves the University 

The question is what can be done? I believe there are many 
Headmasters who, dike you, would welcome the principles and b* ^rit of 
Miss Mason's wor£. It cannot be attained as you have roved by 
experimenting with the P.U.3* programmes because the programmes are not 
intended as suggestions for stimulating existing conditions but as a 
protest against them. But who is bold enough to face these and make a 
start in modifying them? 


Perhaps as unprofessional outsiders wo may rmh in where - 

Ctou the f.U.S* programmes may ue used in the meanwhile* The point j.s 
what steps could be taken? 


(1) Gould Headmasters first of all countenance and recommend P*U*S* 
work as a preparation for school? 


Could they create a demand for teachers from the Training 
Colieges with a knowledge of Miss Mason’s Method? This will no doubt 
take some years but someone must make a beginning* 


¥ __ Gould they consider the taking of the School Certificate 

»Fhfi maximum instead of the minimum number of subjects, 

JI authorities themselves have taken a first step on this 

y ixm li the Hoadmasteritvould meet them much more might be done • 


idea 


{*±) Could not Headmasters through their associations spread the 
a more liberal education 11 instead of a specialised one. 


each school night have a staff with one aim, "a liberal 
the scholars and ( being thcmselv s convinced of this aU 

^cw the .Btuff would see that it was their concern to ' " 

University*^ tione the Preparatory Schools, the Public School and the 


, h QV wh ® n ® T ®*y m ster uan tutee a bird's eye view of wlut 

UnivorKi+v lrom Jlis earliest lessons to his exit from the 

y in alx subjects that he will be convinced of the necessity of 




U> 
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a oomaoa curriculum, i.e., a common amount of fcnowledge which should 
be placed at every boy’ a disposal. There would he amj le time if 
the constant ovorlupiing which now tubes place between Preparatory and 
public Schools, Public School and University could be uvcideu. 

Then something wiij. have been achieved towards the ideal you put 
forward in your letter when each school will have a staff able to 
assist the Head in oarrying out a "liberal education" for its scholars. 

Do jOU act thins in these days we are all apt to want "the spirit , 
of the thing" as we sty without the conditions. All life is condi tloniEt 
and .even if ii is a game of football, the "spirit" of it is only 
possible under conditions - its own conditions. Just so the spirit of 
Miss Mason’ s vvort 1 b only possible under conditions - her ovoa conditions^ 


W £ ra - ^ Qi-fc WeX 6?. (XjLy 








^nrmts' Wtiiati $£bdol, 
AmbJcsiiif* 


Hovember 8th, 19^7, 


pea r Mr s rrtmkli n f 

Excuse a dictated letter* but there is a great deal to 
aaj and I want to keep a copy of it. I am delighted to get 
vour interesting postcard this morning* ana to knov what a 
wonderful time you are having. It is indeed good to think 
that it is being such a rest and change* 

There are one or two rather important things about which 
I should like to hare your advice, though there is no immediate 
hurry * 

(1) I sent a copy of mj letter to The fichc pinaster to 
&r Household, asking him also for his opinion a b out jubT 1 s h ing 
it* i felt that the whole thing was bo much an attack upon 
the Gloucestershire schools that it would be hardly court ecus 
to him for me to reply to the papers without consult ing him* 

He said that he had" only read the first two, and that he was 
so disgusted with the inaccuracy of these that he did not wish 
to read the others, and he thtught it was too late now to do 
ariy thing, also that he thought letter w .& not nearly strone 
enough to do good, so 1 told him that I should auide by his 
advice, but try to use the material elsewhere* Now 1 hear from 
lies nhyte that Mr Marshall Jackman is giving his papers as 
lectures in Batn ana other places* and I feel somehow ao if -e 
ought to ao something* so if you think well 1 suggest publishing 
air il* r shall Jackman* s summary of criticism from The £ c hp c i aa* a t e r , 
togetner with answer and the nites you have r;een sc kind as 
to make, in the January r^renta 1 Hevie* * I do not think now 
i couid get it into Jecember* 

(*-) I had to act at once about the paper for Mr .insr, 
as it was not possible to wait for an answer to the letter I 
wrote to you as Trustee* and there was no time* either, tc send 
tne fuci detail© * ^r Boswell the Waiter of the Prep^rato^ 

i oh oq-ls 1 He vi c v; . wrote to say that a certain number of the mem- 
bers wished to k a o w mo re a b out Ui n s U . son's wo r *c ; oc ul d we s en d 
a paper for the ire r jar ^ tor ^ cho i Is * Hevio . or, f iling that, 
something that he ooul x reprint? >.& he wanted the material at 
once, there w a not time for me tu try to write a paper* and It 
see me a to me th^t somethin written by Jlss Lias on her seif would 






^purrTits' Pinion $rij0dl T 
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have far more weight. I think 1 told you that Ur Howe told me 
at the London Conference that it w&e a pity we talked bo much 
about the ''P.If.E.U* Method”; if only we called it the "Charlotte 
H^eon Method” schoolmasters would pay much mare attention to it, 

I suppose the idea that parents Gonad presume to offer advice 
to schoolmasters is unbelievable 1 1 This made me feel all the 
mere that something of iiss Mason's would he best. I therefore 
wrote to ,ir King and proposed extracts from the econdary R&UQa- 
tion pamphlet a at the same time writing to the Trustees for 
their permission. This has been given by all the others except 
you, and I felt that you also would have agreed had there been 
time to get your answer- 1 hope you will not think; I have acted 
hastily. 

(hi I shall uudly Want your advice, when you come b ok, 
as to the Vfelsh schools who are declining a visit from Miss 
lladding. I enclose a copy of a letter that I am sending to 
them, of which 1 hope you will approve# 

(d) X have sent a note to Miss Grippe asking her to get 
and keep for you the ver*, important letters from Heads of 
Training Colleges which have appeared in this week’s .ducat ion . 

I am sura you wixl want to consider them, as it shows that the 
leaven is working, 1 wrote to iir Household about them, as I 
cannot help thinking that his lectures to Training Colleges, as 
well as Miss ^ennetheme* s, have led to axl this to a certain 
extent, and i suppose he v/ill he at the Conference in January, 
as a Director of Education. But I am sure it will be necessary 
to think out gone plan by which we may show that Hiss Mason’s 
work requires an all-round training, and not Just a training in 
teaching methods* The Colleges do not attempt to teach anything 
but teaching methods in a curriculum, and only a very limit e a 
curriculum at that* Th^ none of them have the least conception 
of what Hiss Mason implied in the personal training of teachers* 
ihis all leade up to a further matter, which is cominr again 
ana again before us, and is instanced by a letter I have received 
this morning from a Eroebel teacher who is buying a P.1UM# U* 
school, and wonts to know if she may take up the P# UV . work 
and consider herself "only partially P*Ji. *11. 11 I am sure the 
time hue come to say thut people must Join us whole-heartedly 
or continue whole-heartedly on their own lines* We cannot have 
half-way houses any monger, can we? 

X feex it is too bad to inflict this long letter on you 
while you are away on holiday; it needs no answer now, but 
perhaps you will have a quiet hour to consider these various 


Ambh&iirc* 


points before you get back: to the rush of London wqric, 

Ho, we did not have a Dona Tor in the School 30 years ago, 
daughter of Canon Tor. 

You will be grieved, I know, to hear of Mies lull’s death. 
She is a great lose to us all. 
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GLOUCESTER, 14th, BoVKUbet 192 7 


Dear Miss Hitching, 


X have been so much away from home lately that I 


have not had time and write and thank you for your letter also for Kindly 
writing to ay daughter in Bombay who as I said before is Head Mistress 
at the Cathedral 4 JohnConnon School at Bombay and in her element. 


in the same way as I should have done. I quite agree that your system 
will carry through boys and girls leaving at ES 16. 4 17 years but not 
for children leaving at 14 years. Although we do the other subjects, I 
do consider that arithmetic is one of the principal subjects to get a 
living by, because where do all our children drift to, simply into shops 
or messenger boys selling papers. We only get about one a year passing 
into the Secondary Schools by the examination at 11 years of age. X should 
like to see the arithmetic more advanced at 14 years as several of our 
children do far more advanced arithmetic at 14 years than your syllabus 
at that age. 


expect she will have had your letter by then. I met one of the 3chool 
Governors in London, a Mr hart who is very Keen on Education and I am sure 
the Governors will do all they can for my daughter, they have done up to 
the present. 


About the Arithmetic, you have answered the question 


X expect to hear from my daughter by the next nail as I 


taken. 


Again thanking you for the great interest you have 





ftattirta’ Hnion SrljDoU 
jUnblrttbe. 

16 th# November, 19b7. 


Dear Mr* Y/hitfield, 

Thank you for your letter* I do quite unde r at ivnd s.bout the 
difficulty of the Arithmetic ^nd making the children do sufficient 
for passing into the Secondary Schools at lit out of school 
altogether at 14# But I am net sure that we should be wise to 
alter our course of arithmetic for this reaBon uid 1 wondered if 
ygu too could not join us, in sympathy at any rate, in taking a 
new point of view in the matter. 

I find that the matter of Arithmetic in schools is a much 
disputed point even amongst the authorities. 

Of course when the Inspectors are men with scientific 
or mathematical degrees, Arithmetic is the subject they chiefly 
consider as the standard of attainment l 

But I heard from an Inspector the other day that he considers 
far too mueh time ib sacrificed in Elementary Schools to Arithmetic. 
Also the Headmistress of an Infant School has been finding that it 
is quite well to defer the teaching of Arithmetic for at least a 
year In order to get in m; re English work for Infants. 

Of course every child must learn Arithmetic but the amount 
of time given to it in Elementary Schools, to the exclusion of what 
we venture to think more important subjects, seems a mistake# 

I have compared cur syllabus with that suggested at the last 
Headmasters 1 Conference for boys in Preparatory Schools and I find 
we cover rather more ground. 

» 

There is at present too I venture to think a great deal of 
over-lapping in the subject cf Mathematics* In paasing from the 
Borne Schoolroom to the Preparatory School, from Preparatory 
School to Public School, and from the Public School to the University, 
both in Intin and in Mathematics, a boy or girl often spends two 
years doing the same work in the transition stage. 

1 am sure you are with Mias Mason in feeling that u mere liberal 
Education leads to greater capacity all round; and that the time 
given to Arithmetic In Elementary Schools might with advantage be 
reduced. 

1 think even newspaper boye would sell papers with more Intel!- 


AmbUs-ibr. 


p’Zpn-iU 


-igenoe and accuracy if they received a wider general education and 
were judged by all-round standard rather than by their Arithmetic 

It le really a confession of weakness that we make Arithmetic 
the standard: because it is so much easier to mark a boy's progress 
by the number of sums he gets right or wrong than by the intelligenoe 
he shows towards life in general* 

I believe tint 1 urn writing all this to one already convinced 
but it is because we shall greatly value your interest and co- 
operation in using any influence ycu can to create a different 
point of view; also we do wish to get rid of the idea both amongst 
the children and their parents that the chief aim of Education 
is to get a living. 

*11 the same we have -teachers entirely free in the matter cf 
Arithmetic# We do not exj^ect them to follow our syllabus in that 
subject and I think we can wait for future develop ments. 

;uid X think a child leaving the P.U.S* at 14, having worked to 
the end of Pendlebury 1 e Shilling Arithmetic (the book we use) 
would know quite enough arithmetic for any practical walk in life. 

I wonder how far the more advanced Arithmetic which the Element^ 
children do at 14 is of any practical value afterwarus? 

I suppose the real difficulty is the very large classes in 
Elementary Schools and the time it takes to get every child through 
the amount of work set# 

It B*m& to me that by using Mr* Household 1 s Or cup method the 
class irouia be divided oo that the teacher should }iuve a kroup which 
aould work quickly road well for half an hour with hxm while the o the is 
were doing independent study in some English subject. 

In this way half us hour for every child might bo saved, Ho 
child can work with advantage for an hour at Arithmetic. At least 
half an hour must be wasted# 


Yours faithfully. 



A 


flaunts’ iftninn Jfcljoiri, 
^mbhstbc. 
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November bind, 19^7, 


Dear Mrs Branklin, 

I hope £ou reached home safely last night, and that Geoffrey 
is unite well again- it must have been very tiresome to have 
teen delated at^the last moment, when you had so many meetings and 
Commit tees this week* I am dictating this letter as there are a 
good many small School matters tc mention, and I want to leep a 
copy* 

I did not wait for your answer about the extracts for the 
Preparatory Schools Review, as I felt so sure you would agree. 

But it was not a case of a few extracts, but of 7 or B pages 
reprinted bodily, and it was agreed at a Trustees' meeting that no 
reprints of Miss Has on 1 s pamphlets cr chapters from her bools 
should be allowed without the permission of all the Trustees* I 
do not suppose there would ever be any difficulty about getting 
permission* The danger is lest during the holidays, when perhaps 
Miss Whyte night be awa tf , such a thing might be done by outsiders 
without permission being asked _;t ail* I think according to Hiss 
Mason's will, the Trustees hold the copyright of her bcoms and 
papers, and that we should certainly deposit copies of the originals 
at the British Museum, us you say* 

I have sent the answer to The Schoolmaster , and will let you 
know what happens, though I quite expect the Editor will write tc 
say he cannot give space for such a long letter* I wrote to iir 
Household, and he said, "Yes, send it by all means if Mrs Franklin 
wishes lt ,# * I do not fancy that it is strong enough, in his opin- 
ion, to do good. 

I have lent Hiss Glaiding the Welsh School Report which found 
its way here, before 1 have had time to read ^t myself, because X 
felt as she Ytfas going to the Welsh schools she needed immediate 
ctiowleage of it more than i dia, I shall read it later. 

The correspondence with the Training Colleges continue a, ^ud 
there is another important letter this wee£, giving a table or many 
subjects which are apparently optional as far as students are con- 
cerned . 


cweuj % 


& 
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It was very good indeed of you to send ue U1&& Grippes xictee 
on my letter* She has such a capable and intelligent [aim ^nd 
I thin^ her criticisms are very valuable. So far I have only 
written to two schools, but I wrote before that letter was draftee 
and i have had no opportunity to use it since, so that no harm 
done, but I shull^s end you a corrected copy before writing again* 

x quite agree that it is better not to call too much attention 
to the Schoolmaster articles* 

I have had a letter from Miss rennet borne this morning- she 
seems to have had a very good reception, and Lira Wade 1 s itinerary 
for lectures must have been a most exhausting one* But the question 
of Secondary Schools needs even more consideration than it dia at 
first, and I am sending you one or two things that have come before 
me recently* The first is the enclosed cable from Miss Gillman 
Jones for boc<:s, I am sending this to you before returning it to 
Miss Jot cham, oe cause it seems to me quite useless to send cut 
such a list of hocus with a view to doing P*U*S. work:- i enclose 
a Temurs Miss Pemiethtrne ranges about Miss Gixlmun Jones. When the 
latter came up here she was £jerfectly friendly and nna, but entirely 
aloof. She asked no questions, and it was all I could do to get 
in anything abouththe work at all, She seemed entirely satisfied 
with what she was doing, both in her school ana with her work on 
man^ Committees . I think her attitude is *ather the same as the 
enclosed letters which i have had from Miss Ueilsen* I have only 
acknowledged these, and shall not write until 1 have had time to 
near wnat y oil thin*c about them- uiss heilsen also came here, and 
we found her ^uite a pleasant visitor, hut again so entirely satis- 
tied with the work she was doing that he did not seem to think it 
im P r <>ved* i thim: the enclosed letters will show you 
tnat she would like to any stimulus that she can from the P*U*t- 

P ograiames, but that she has : o intention of using them except as 
she li£ 0 s* ^ A 


t , it seems to me that there are only two Ways of dealing with 
tne matter vath regard to secondary schools. Wither we must per- 
, - a<3 the teachers to read Miss Mason's books, ana let them get 
1 ^X 0 touch With her thought as far as the* can from the r* ading of 
persuade them to do this and join under the usual 
i ure vailing to nu,:c sacrifices to get mere 

closely acquainted by joj.nin?: the it will be only too 

* ° ut 1 doulj * Vtjr * ^nch if, as things are at present, we 

secondary school mistresses who are likely to think 
nat the r*b,S, programmes ^re anything liice as good as the work 
a can be done oy their own specialists* 


3 
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I Qiicxoeo a private HMer which has come from the Headmaster 
of the JEJewent school. riou^o treat this in confidence, as i have 
net communicated wxth i*r Houeehoxd on the subject, but it again 
-rives tna ^ttxtude of t ho - Qua c£ n seoa ndar;> school towards b'.U.S* 
terz, i sue from tne Gloucesteranire Hap or t that almost all 
ji CiCxns on* s ooys come on from the ©lemeritarj schools, so it seams 
tc me there xe no reason why ha could not start the work Satise 
f^ctorily at i'orm IX if e wished to do so- I think his setter 
is ^n exeexxont one, ^nd perhaps both his and iiiss Heilsen’s 
maj' help us to think out some Way of spreading d knowledge of alias 
Mason's work among sec i ndar tf schools without risking the life of 
the P.U.o* in doin' so. 

X have h^d two xetters from Mies Lawrence. She strongly ob- 
jects to Arnold-Forster and to the Hi her a pictures. 

I am sure you will be overwhelmed with arrears new ^ ou have 
just come back, and I ao not think I need answer .lies Meilsen for 
a few days, nor write about the hooks to .lies Gillman Jones. 


-* pruu.(5 

parents’ IRational Educational Union 


Dearest Kit-Kit, 

Geoffrey ie better, and I have got home to what you may 
well recognise as a great many arrears of work l I am 00 glad 
that you have sent your article to the Schoolmaster, I only 
hope that it will appear- You must read the Welsh school 
report when you get it back, I have not seen the November 
5th and 12th issues of Education but am getting them, 

I have had a very long letter from Miss Penne thorns and 
from Mi SB Wiseman, and think that as long as the latter is 
with Uiss Gilman Jones you must let her have everything she 
cables for. Hiss Fenne thorns is putting her foot down firmly, 
and i think Miss Gilman Jones is coming into tow for the 
moment, but we cannot with- hold any books as Miss Wiseman 
would be stranded, 

I think Mrs.Nielleen just wants nursing and believe she 
will come round well, 

I am afraid that you and I will have to have a really 
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good talk about thsae school a before we can see eye to eye, 

I fancy that you give ms credit for wishing to get all and 
sundry in: I don't! On the other hand, I want to give 

every good and worthy teacher the chance of educating 
her children through ua: I would make the initial steps 

as stringent as you like on paper, hut always allow great 
elasticity in each individual case. For instance, I think 
that Miss Lawrence is really not wicked. I can well see that 
Ribera is really a little strong meat for children in their 
first term, whatever age they may be. Even Aylwin, in her 
third term at Miss Faunae's, an intelligent child and a 
good pupil, finds him very difficult. 

Mr. Dickinson is quite another pair of s’ oes, and your 
answer to him seems to me absolutely admirable. He is not 
as educated a person, and therefore much more cocksure. 

I think our difficulty with preparatory schools is that we 
may well recognise that a great many of the men are really 
not "liberally" educated. They speak better, and have better 
manners, but they have not the minds of the elementary school 
teachers and we shall not get from them the kind of philosoph- 
ical outlook that we have been accustomed to find for a great 
many years now in the various elementary school teachers whose 
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names will occur to you : those who have contributed auch 
excellent and even brilliant papers at our Conferences, 
showing, -some of them- infinitely more understanding of 
Miss Mason's philosophy than many of her own trained 
teachers even could have produced. 

I also think that if the result will ultimately be 

Just what you and I want, Miss MaBon would have recognised 

that Heads of schools coming into the fold must of 

necessity do so from rather a different standpoint, and 

make a somewhat different approach than has ever been 

done by a family. Parents have always, and quite rightly, 

adopted a spirit of humility towards the professional 

teacher, and Miss Mason was Head of their school. We have 

all along had foolish criticism from them which we have 

ither ignored or over— ruled. We shall now have much more 

thoughtful criticism from the Heads of Schools which we 

ahall also overcome, but in a different, and rather slower 
way , 

I didn’t answer your letter that came to Spain very 
fully, j only want to say with regard to that, that I 


-/ fp+p* -IAa l 


think you ought not to put too much weight on what 
Mr -How or Mr-King or Mr -Grant said at our meeting* 

Their crlti clams were rather foolish, for instance the 
one that affirmed " people would take Miss Mason better 
if it were called ” the Charlotte Mason Method 11 - everyone 
knows that P*N*E.tJ- and Charlotte Mason are one and the 
same, and that they are interchangeable, and the word 
"Parent” has never meant anything in the P.IT.E.U. title. 

you say nothing about your own health: I hope you 
are really better? 


With love, 


Yours af feotionately 



$arfnts’ Pinion School, 
( Amblestbi. 


h iLJ exited 

f cA, 




>T o '6 . iherr ZG th, 19k7. 


Dear Mrs Franklin, 

Thank t ui for your long letter. It will he splendid if 
g t >ir Arthur Salter 9 0 address on Eo onomi oe f given to 
t e TT.O.J. I wonder, would it be ^cssihle to have it for the 
January Review? But in an* c.se it will >e welcome when it 
c orne s . 


I am asking Hiss Cladding to let mo have the Welsh ^eport 
back as soon as she has finished with it, and I eaepeot you will 
have told Hiss Jotoham to send books in answer to Hiss Gillman 


Jones’s cable. I know you think 1 ie ver, 

.letter, out it does go to in* heart that 
pent on a lo t of ordinary little re dera T e FI • ^old . 


obdurate about the 

lift 


whiae not 
Boons, or 


a sm j.e co 
that U. lightful 


oj y of Our i aland Star* or 
jitful Children's arid has 


His Has on s - r ti eg r a 2 h^ 

been ordered. 


I urn writing to Hiss ITeilson on the strength of your hope 
for the future, and I do think we must have a good talk sometime 
before we can sec e* e to e* e about schools^. I do not think Miss 
Lawrence is ^.t all wic :ed. I have great sympathy with her. In 
fact, if I were in her lace I should do what she has done under 
the circumstances. Details of the programmes will always seem 
impossible to able Headmistresses who natural!* feel themselves 
; capable than any < ie else of 0 t rin fc ' Jjhctir 0 

children. However it is a great co.ifc , "t that * ou t***- 

Meep to stringent initial steps on paper, allowing elasticity in 
each individual case. 



I 
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I did net at all .„mppthise with your expreeeloi "eerie 
unique" such as they have on the Continent as an ide 1 ft v +> 0 
P.U.S. We believe that Miss Mason's teaching is a philcsorlvJ 
of unique truth which rnkkes itself at onc<h$T*old acauaintanee ° LCc< e4*j 
to those who apprehend it; but tfc*t to make the practice of t>i« 
truth uniform everywhere is not within the boun&sT f co« °ihilit 
ait we must secure that there is a body of uniform practice which 
shall always be before the world to show how she practised ’ ' ■ t 
she preached. We shall only be able to get this uniform practice 
Tmong eitner those whom Hiss Mason trained or those who have 
definitely trained themselves (like some of those splendid Elementary 
teachers) on her liniatuu^ t 


Hiss Ileilson asks 

she rnay work her own sohe 


r 10 oop'ims of t: a programmes, so that 
and I ^hjLnk if . cu had seen her 



I have made a good many enquiries about the ^ibera^/iotures / ^ 
and certainly our children in the Practising School hereTike * 
them, though I had the greatest difficulty to persuade Hiss np ?1 
to give ^ help in the matte * a she disl a t$e 
nuch’. \ Yes, XT quite agree th\t Heads of Schools must he hr ought 
into the " 

Home Schoolrooms, faiMri ara always .wondering i£the~P.U.S. is The 
right one. The thoughtful criticism which we sh^all get from 
Heads of schools will^ he so good that we shall n&t he able to 
resist it, hut it is a\comfort to nejQto^thiiil 
c orne i t . My belief i s , ' N I think, as s t r hup- 


j ha w N|ve shall over- 
ours\hat Miss 


become 


recogii 


sed as 


Mason’s x j hilosophy will wolvk its way a 
one of the philosophies of th^ world, hut I^Jiink there\wlll 
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|}ar*itts' ®tnt0it Sfcljool, 
Jlmbksite. 






if^/ you would have realised that soon a^^iie had tojs^ii^/hat she 
y/ could get from the program?*^ she wputd contiimp^oii her pwn lines, 
choosing a few boo.cs frpcf term to tern and th^n dropping the pro- 
g r amme s altogether. 

cannot agree that the word n parents 11 has never meant any- 
thing in the P.H.^.U. title, Miss Mason meant it and meant it 
intensely when she used it, because she felt that parents were the 
people who did tj^e work of the world,* and the attitude of both 
Headmasters and Headmistresses towards parents is still., "Oh that 
children were born without parents, and then life would be easy 1 ." 
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There Was once a man (his initials v/ere F.U.S.) and he made 


|) Brents' 51 id on ^djtsab 
^mbU&ifc. 


& coat which fitted well* The exit wan so good that he was able 
to make coats that fitted all the children who came to him. But 
those in charge of the children found many defects. The buttons, 
good serviceable buttons, v/ere "not fashionable 11 • "Change them, 
put on any you like,” said the man. The cuffs too, - "that st^ie 
of cuff does not suit teg child," " Jell, alter them”, said the taan. 
"The collar suits some of l \ o/iildren, not others; perhapd no collar 
would be better. " "How I come to think of it", sail another, "the 
colour of the cloth does not go with n fc child's otmpie::;loh , 2 "Well, 
any other colour will no doubt do as well" , s. id the man* "Take 
what colour suits best." 

"But really," said another, "the material is all manufactured 
by one company. In these days of co-operation we could not let 
our children all wear cloth from one factor; "Well", said the man, 
"buy sloth wherever you like*" 

But by the time that the discussion was over, the original 
pattern had been lost, and the nan had forgotten how to make 
another. 


